The Plight Of Migrant Workers From Manila 
Philippines 




It is always the same story: the grandfather or the grandmother is sick, children 
have to go to school, spouse's salary is not enough for everyday expenses and bills 
and there is not enough work in the country. These stories drive millions of Filipinos 
to work abroad every year. They need the income to provide for the family. Hard as 
it seems to depart and live in a foreign land with different culture, tradition and 
language, they have to endure. They are the migrant workers or the "new heroes", 
as considered since the time of Marcos. 



The Philippines is one of the countries in the world with an economy heavily 
dependent on remittances from overseas workers. What had begun as temporary 
measure to respond to the massive unemployment and lack of foreign exchange 
suddenly became a lucrative labor industry. 



In 2003 alone, 6.8 million Filipinos are scattered across the world. This is 10% of 
the country's population and 19.6% of the labor force. An estimated 2,000 more 
add to this number every day. These figures are only exclusive for those migrant 
workers who are listed under Philippine Overseas Employment Administration and 




Overseas Workers Welfare Administration. The numbers are expected to swell if we 
also consider those who have tourist visas but actually intend to find employment in 
other countries. 



Indeed, overseas workers have been lifesavers for the country's economy for more 
than 40 years now. However, they also introduce heavy problems. 



Filipinos have treated migration as the only solution to escape poverty in the 
country considered a third world nation. Yet, with so many people away, the 
country is experiencing continuous loss of teachers, doctors, engineers, nurses and 
doctors. These professionals who are supposedly the ones to lift the country from 
poverty have fled to work as slaves in a foreigner's den, victims of abuse, yet are 
willing to sacrifice and risk their lives without complaints just to send blood money 
at home. 



According to a review released by the National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA), the Philippine economy continues to be driven mainly by 
consumption and remittances of overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), not by 
"productive and sustainable activities." 



Other issues are being faced by OFWs are Illegal recruitment, trafficking of women 
and children, contract violations, violations of human rights and violence against 
women with an average of two to three people returning to the country in boxes 
and children growing without one or both parents. 



Is there any way to stop the plight of ambitious and family centered Filipinos? Or 
should the case lay at rest with the authorities? 



Source: http://www.sinclairjames.org/plight-migrant-workers-manila-philippines/ 




